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What	is	Community	Choice	Energy?	
CCE	enables	local	governments	to	procure	and/or	develop	power	on	behalf	of	their	public	
facili<es,	residents	and	businesses.	It	has	proven	to	increase	renewable	energy	and	lower	
greenhouse	gases	while	offering	compe<<ve	electricity	rates.		

	
	
	
	

		



CCE	Around	the	Country	

CCEs in 7 States 
•  California 
•  Illinois 
•  Massachusetts 
•  New Jersey 
•  Ohio 
•  Rhode Island 
•  New York 
 
Under 
Consideration: 
Utah, Delaware, 
Minnesota 

Authorized	by	CA	Assembly	Bill	117	in	2002	



CCE	is	on	the	Rise	in	California	



Why	are	Communi<es	so	Interested?		
	
	

•  CCE	is	responsive	to	local	environmental	and	economic	goals	
•  Offers	consumers	a	choice	where	none	currently	exists	
•  Revenue	supported,	not	taxpayer	subsidized	
•  Stable,	oLen	cheaper,	electricity	rates	
•  Allows	for	rapid	switch	to	cleaner	power	supply	and	significant	GHG	

reduc<ons;	achievement	of	local	Climate	Ac<on	Plan	goals	
•  Provides	a	local	funding	source	for	energy	efficiency	and	other	

energy	programs	like	energy	storage	and	electric	vehicle	charging	
sta<ons	

	
	



A	Snapshot	of	Opera<onal	CCEs	

Launch	Year/	
#	of	Customers		

2015	Avg.	
Customer		Rate	
Savings	

Power		OpMons	
(current)	

2010		
	

~	175,000	accts.	

2-5%	below	PG&E	 56%	Renewable	
	

100%	Renewable	
	

100%	Local	Solar	

2014	
	

~	200,000	accts.	

	
6-14%	below	PG&E	

	
36%	Renewable	
	

100%	Renewable	

2015	
	

~	55,000	accts.		

	
3-4%	below	SCE	

	
35%	Renewable	
	

100%	Renewable	



Basic	Program	Mechanics	

1. 	Under	State	law,	CCE	is	an	“opt	out”	program;	MPCP	would	become	the	default	
	electric	service	provider	in	partnership	with	PG&E	

2. 	U<lity	(PG&E)	con<nues	to	provide	consolidated	billing,	customer	service,	and	
	power	line	maintenance.		

3. 	CCE	electric	genera<on	charges	(including	PCIA/exit	fee)	appear	as	new	line	items	
	on	the	customer	bill;	all	other	charges	remain	the	same.	

4. 	PG&E	programs	for	low	income/CARE	customers	remain	the	same	
5. 	CPUC	cer<fies	CCE	Plan;	oversees	u<lity		

	service	agreement	and	other	requirements	
6. 	Most	CCEs	are	run	through	a	JPA:	Local	governments		

	par<cipate	by	passing	a	CCE	ordinance	and	entering		
	into	a	JPA	Agreement.		

	



Sample	Energy	Bill	–	MCE	
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CCE	&	Local	Climate	Ac<on	Plans	
Excerpt	from	City	of		San	Mateo	Climate	Ac5on	Plan	

		

Tons	of	CO2	reduced	through	2020	

Note	that	CCE	programs	do	not	
impose	addi2onal	costs	to	
property	owners/developers		



CCE	as	a	Clean	Tech	Innovator	
	

•  MCE	and	SCP	have	collec<vely	put	over	300MWs	of	new	
renewable	power	on	the	grid;	of	that,	nearly	100	MW	is	local	

•  Local	Feed-in-Tariff,	Net	Energy	Metering	programs	incen<vize	
local	solar	development	

•  Public/Private	Partnerships:	Community	solar,	commercial	and		
									residen<al	bajery	storage,	home	area	networks/demand		
									reduc<on,	EV	charging	sta<ons	
	

•  Energy	efficiency	funding	is	available	from	u<lity	and	state	
	

•  On-bill	repayment	op<on	and	green	business	loans	
	

•  Local	job	training	programs	that	focus	on	underserved	
popula<ons	

	
	
	



Risks	and	Mi<ga<ons	

Rate	CompeMMon/Market	FluctuaMon:	Rates	will	vary	with	market	
condi<ons.	Power	market	exper<se	and	well	craLed	power	RFPs	are	essen<al;	
Diversified	supply	pornolio	with	some	owned	assets	will	mi<gate	market	risk	
	
Customer	Opt-Outs:	Compe<<ve	rates	are	a	must;	Ar<culate	addi<onal	
consumer	and	community	benefits	to	add	to	the	value	proposi<on		
	
	
Availability	of	carbon-free	power	supply:	As	the	demand	for	GHG	free	power	
goes	up,	compe<<on	for	renewables	and	large	hydro	resources	will	increase;	
nuclear	resources	are	tapped	by	IOUs;	now	is	a	good	<me	to	be	entering	the	
market	
	
Regulatory/LegislaMve:	Public	U<lity	Commission	decisions	may	adversely	
affect	CCE;	par<cipa<on	in	State	regulatory	proceedings	and	statewide	
legisla<ve	ini<a<ves	is	essen<al		
	



SCP:	Program	Economics	Are	Strong	

•  All	start	up	debt	paid	off	(~$2.5M)	

•  Ahead	of	schedule	in	building	reserves	(goal	of	$50M	within	5	years)	

•  $3.5	million	invested	for	efficiency	programs	for	2016-2017	

•  Across	the	board	reduc<ons	in	customer	electrical	rates		

As	of	3/31/16	



Building	Local	Value	Through	Local	Partnerships	

Inves2ng	locally	is	key	for	Sonoma	Clean	Power	

•  NetGreen	–	Net	energy	metering	helps	customers	keep	

their	dollars	at	home	

•  FlotoVoltaics	–	A	new	approach	to	wastewater	ponds;	

solar	partnership	with	Sonoma	County	Water	Agency	

•  EV	technology	for	the	next	genera<on	

•  Working	with	local	partners	to	address	climate	challenges	



Making	The	Switch	To	Renewables	

An	investment	in	our	future	

•  ProFit	–	Supports	local	small-scale	renewable	genera<on		

•  Mustang	Project	–	70	MW	of	clean	CA	solar	for	20	years	

•  Geysers-	Local	geothermal	that	smooths	SCP’s	power	

load	and	sources	the	100%	Evergreen	product		



Thank	You!	

	
	
	
For	further	informaMon,	please	contact:	
LEAN	Energy	US	
www.LEANenergyus.org		
	
Shawn	Marshall	
ShawnMarshall@leanenergyus.org	
	
Mark	Landman	
Mlandman@sonic.net	

	

	
	
	

		


