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NOAA Fisheries West Coast Merger
The Merging of Oregon, Washington, Oregon, and Idaho with California

• October 1, 2013 NOAA Northwest & Southwest formally merged into a single region
• Merging of States and Protected Resources and Habitat Conservation Divisions

New Title:  West Coast Region

• Administration’s FY13 Budget Proposal & Congressional Direction
• Satisfy budget cuts of $3 million for NOAA Fisheries

• All field offices remain in place    
• Eliminated several upper management positions

• Divisions Reorganized

West Coast Region
Branch Offices

Sustainable Fisheries
New Protected Resources (Marine)

Operations & Management
Communications
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NOAA Fisheries West Coast Region
Regional Leadership

William Stelle, Regional Administrator (RA), WA
Barry Thom, Deputy RA, Oregon

Donna Darm, Associated Deputy RA, Oregon 

Four Branch Offices
Interior Columbia Basin

Oregon & Washington Coast
California Central Coast

Central Valley

Each Branch Office has an Assistant Regional 
Administrator (ARA) who reports to Donna Darm
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NOAA Fisheries West Coast Region: CA
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California Coastal Branch
Coastal Streams from 

Oregon to Mexican Border

ARA: Irma Lagomarsino
Arcata – Branch Office

Santa Rosa – Field Office
Joyce Ambrosius, Acting Supervisor

Long Beach – Field Office
Anthony Spina, Supervisor

Central Valley Branch
Central Valley Streams

ARA:  Maria Rea
Sacramento – Branch Office



Charlotte Ambrose
Recovery Coordinator

Maura Moody
Assistant Recovery Coordinator



When a species is listed under the 
Federal Endangered Species Act

it becomes the responsibility 
of that Federal agency 

to develop a plan for the species recovery



10 Species of Salmon and Steelhead Listed as Federally 
Threatened or Endangered in California

A Federal Plan for their recovery must be developed for all 10

5 Steelhead 
Populations 

3 Chinook 
Populations 

2 Coho  
Populations 



STATE & FEDERAL RECOVERY PLANS



North Central Coast Recovery Planning
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Salmon & Steelhead:

Northern California Steelhead

California Coastal Chinook Salmon

Central California Coast Coho Salmon

Central California Coast Steelhead



North Central Coast Recovery Planning
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CCC Steelhead 2009 Statement of Understanding



CCC Steelhead Statement of Understanding



Multispecies Recovery Plan

Northern California Steelhead, California Coastal Chinook & 
Central California Coast Steelhead

Initiated in 2009
Draft Plan for Review by SOU Partners in 2011

Overlapping jurisdictions with Arcata Office
Working on Consistency/Revisions

Submitted 2014 Draft to Arcata February 14th (2014)
Revise and distribute to co-managers and SOU partners May 2014

Public review draft expected in late Fall/early Winter 2014
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Multispecies Recovery Plan
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56 watersheds for CCC steelhead recovery

Priority Restoration Activities:
• Passage

• Water Quality
• Floodplain reconnection

• Stream complexity
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Diversity Strata CCC Steelhead Populations
Independent/
Dependent Linear Miles

CAP Current Spawner 
Abundance

RA 6‐12 
Spawners/IP‐km 

Abundance
Coastal S.F. Bay  Corte Madera Creek I 27.2 800
Coastal S.F. Bay  Guadalupe River I 47.4 1500
Coastal S.F. Bay  Miller Creek (Marin Co.) D 14.9 65.2 ‐ 132.4
Coastal S.F. Bay  Novato Creek I 35.0 900
Coastal S.F. Bay  San Francisco Bay Estuary N/A N/A N/A N/A
Coastal S.F. Bay  San Francisquito Creek I 30.7 1000
Coastal S.F. Bay  San Mateo Creek I 7.9 43.96 ‐ 89.92
Coastal S.F. Bay  Stevens Creek I 13.2 400
Interior  Crocker Creek D 4.6 25.0 ‐ 52.0
Interior  Dry Creek I 140.7 3000
Interior  Gill Creek D 9.0 46.6 ‐ 95.2
Interior  Maacama Creek I 86.6 2400
Interior  Mark West Creek I 191.9 3300
Interior  Miller Creek (Russian) D 3.4 16.6 ‐ 35.2
Interior  Sausal Creek D 12.0 64.6 ‐ 131.2
Interior  Upper Russian River I 409.4 8500
Interior S.F. Bay Alameda Creek I 169.5 3200
Interior S.F. Bay Codornices Creek D N/A N/A N/A
Interior S.F. Bay Coyote Creek I 38.0 1200
Interior S.F. Bay Green Valley/Suisun Creek I 117.1 2500
Interior S.F. Bay Napa River I 286.5 4600
Interior S.F. Bay Petaluma River I 125.6 2800
Interior S.F. Bay Pinole Creek D N/A N/A N/A
Interior S.F. Bay San Leandro Creek I 8.1 35.8 ‐ 73.6
Interior S.F. Bay San Lorenzo Creek I 21.9 107.2 ‐ 216.4
Interior S.F. Bay San Pablo Creek D 14.3 58.4 ‐ 118.8
Interior S.F. Bay Sonoma Creek I 173.4 3200
Interior S.F. Bay Wildcat Creek D N/A N/A N/A
North Coastal Americano Creek I 51.1 210.4 ‐ 422.8
North Coastal Austin Creek I 90.5 2800
North Coastal Drakes Bay D 15.1 15.1 15.1
North Coastal Dutch Bill Creek D 15.5 77.2 ‐ 156.4
North Coastal Freezeout Creek D 1.7 5.2 ‐ 12.4
North Coastal Green Valley Creek I 30.0 1000
North Coastal Hulbert Creek D 12.7 59.2 ‐ 120.4
North Coastal Lagunitas Creek I 72.6 1900
North Coastal Pine Gulch D 12.7 56.2 ‐ 114.4
North Coastal Porter Creek D 11.7 59.8 ‐ 121.6
North Coastal Redwood Creek (Marin Co.) D 8.0 38.2 ‐ 78.4
North Coastal Salmon Creek I 40.1 1300
North Coastal Sheephouse Creek D 4.8 20.2 ‐ 42.4
North Coastal Walker Creek I 69.8 1900
North Coastal Willow Creek D 10.6 47.2 ‐ 96.4
Santa Cruz Mountains Aptos Creek I 31.0 1100
Santa Cruz Mountains Gazos Creek D 13.2 73.0 ‐ 148.0
Santa Cruz Mountains Laguna Creek I 12.3 71.2 ‐ 144.4
Santa Cruz Mountains Pescadero Creek I 79.3 2200
Santa Cruz Mountains Pilarcitos Creek I 34.6 1100
Santa Cruz Mountains San Gregorio Creek I 64.1 1900
Santa Cruz Mountains San Lorenzo River I 173.2 3200
Santa Cruz Mountains San Pedro Creek D N/A N/A N/A
Santa Cruz Mountains San Vicente Creek D 4.5 32.2 ‐ 66.4
Santa Cruz Mountains Scott Creek I 18.6 700
Santa Cruz Mountains Soquel Creek I 53.5 1900
Santa Cruz Mountains Tunitas Creek D 11.7 62.2 ‐ 126.4
Santa Cruz Mountains Waddell Creek I 14.4 500

56 watersheds for CCC steelhead recovery

Criteria for recovery includes:
Adults spawner targets

Improving conditions
Reducing future threats

Implementation of recovery actions



2013 Marked the 40th Anniversary of  the Federal Endangered Species Act



The Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) 

-Enacted by Congress and signed into law 
December 28, 1973 by President Nixon

-Established to “safeguard the Nation’s 
natural heritage by conserving species in 
danger of extinction for the enjoyment and 
benefit of current and future generations.”

“From the most narrow possible point of view, it is in the best 
interest of mankind to minimize the losses of genetic variations.  
The reason is simple: they are potential resources.  They are the 
keys to puzzles which we cannot solve, and may provide answers 
to questions which we have not yet learned to ask.”

U.S. House of Representatives, 1973,  when enacting the Endangered Species Act



The 
California Condor
1986:  22 Condors in the wild
Captive breeding contemplated
Opponents to captive breeding said

“it would change species habits and
the cost was too great”.

Today with the captive program 
approved, the total Condor population 
is 400 with 200 thriving and breeding in 
the wild for the first time in 100 years



The Bald Eagle

Early 18th Century
300,000 to 500,000

1950’s: 412 Nesting Pairs in 
the 48 contiguous USA

Banned DDT
Increased Public Awareness
Captive Breeding Programs
Law Enforcement
Habitat Protection

ESA Listed:  1967
Delisted:  2007



The 
Whooping Crane

1941:  15 cranes in the wild 

Outlandish idea to raise chicks in captivity using crane costumes and fly them on their historical migration 
route with an ultralight.

1,200 mile route across 7 states (WI; IL; KY; TN; AL; GA; FL) and ~30 stopover sites

2011 marked a decade of Operation Migration 

Today:  300 Wild + 150 Captive = 450 cranes in North America



40 Years of  the ESA







People Like...



Saving Steelhead: From the Homeless



Saving Steelhead



Saving Salmon & Steelhead



People Like...
“A lot to CHEER About”… A Lot To Be Hopeful For…

Herman Garcia, Raul Rivas, Bob Brem and others from CHEER

Father Edward Fitz-Henry from San Juan Bautistia blessing the fish after recent rains 
filled the creeks allowing them to spawn. 



Within the 
living 
memories of 
California’s 
elders are 
vivid accounts 
of salmon and 
steelhead in 
staggering 
abundance…

Great grandmother, father, grandfather & daughter of Charlotte Ambrose

Trout Unlimited

1954
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